THE    GREAT   TUDORS
headmaster (I believe) to steal the College plate, and the
only headmaster (I know) to be dismissed for doing so.
He was also the only headmaster to score a major success
in the London theatre: Ralph Roister Doister still bears
revival. Udall was highly Elizabethan.
What, if anything, his influence was on Humphrey Gilbert
we do not know; nor do we know much about Gilbert's
Oxford career. He first approaches the centre of the stage
when, at the age of fifteen or sixteen, he entered the service
of the twenty-year-old Princess Elizabeth, presumably in
the capacity of a page, and probably through the influence
of his aunt Kate Ashley, who acted as her governess.
Eton and Oxford had equipped him with rather more
than the average degree of culture; Nature had given him
an eager and speculative mind and a handsome exterior.
Elizabeth seems to have valued his company. Hooker
noted that " Her Majesty had a special good liking for
him, and very oftentimes would discourse and confer with
him in matters of learning.5* Gilbert on his side formed
an opinion of the Queen which was to prove a paramount
factor in all the enterprises of his life; he often tried to get
round her, but he never dreamed of going against her.
She was not, of course, on the throne when he entered
her service. Soon after she became Queen she launched
an undertaking, comprising the usual elements of buccaneer-
ing and humbug, which gave Gilbert his first taste of action
in the field.
England was not at war with France, but France was at
war with herself. The Huguenots, beleaguered in Rouen,
Dieppe, and Havre de Grace, appealed to Elizabeth for
help. Ostensibly in the sacred cause of religion, actually
on the chance of securing a Channel port to replace lamented
Calais, Elizabeth lent 100,000 crowns and 6,000 men for the
defence of Havre de Grace. Warwick commanded the
force, Gilbert served in it " with great commendation,"
The venture, not very nobly conceived, developed in-
gloriously. The civil war coming to an end with the fall
of Dieppe and Rouen, the English forces were invited to
withdraw. Warwick would accept no such invitation from
a foreigner, and the English stood a siege. But plague
swelled the casualty lists to fantastic proportions, and
Warwick surrendered, obtaining honourable terms. In
1563 Humphrey Gilbert was back in England. He had
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